awareness is needed about Indigenous culture, history and attitudes to water.
In a Research article about nanomaterials and whether they should be treated as chemicals for regulatory purposes, Capon and colleagues find that communicating about nanomaterials in terms of chemical regulation may increase public angst because Australians perceive the risks from nanomaterials as lower than the risks from chemicals. And in the relatively new area of 'passive vaping', a review by Hess and colleagues finds that e-cigarette vapour has the potential to lead to adverse health effects, although it is likely to be less than the risk from tobacco smoke.
In a related Research article, Hefler and colleagues discuss the successes and unintended consequences of the first prison smoking ban in Australia, introduced in the Northern Territory in 2013, including the importance of a strong communication strategy and a long lead-in time to implementation.
In other contributions, a Brief report from Hirono and colleagues questions whether the Australian Government's commitment to the Trans-Pacific Partnership Agreement means Australia will face barriers to protecting its citizens from smoking and other harms. In a Research article, Dawson and colleagues find that the NSW influenza surveillance system delivers timely and good-quality information, but could be improved by being more flexible and stable, having automated systems, and formalising data collection. And finally, Fraser and colleagues evaluate the impact in the Northern Rivers region of NSW of a legislation amendment regarding child vaccination status in child-care centres, and find it fulfils its aim of prompting parents who had forgotten to vaccinate, but appeared to have little impact on 'conscientious objectors'.
Thank you to our growing band of readers for your support since Public Health Research & Practice launched in November 2014. We aim to deliver engaging, high-quality, peer reviewed articles from Australian and international thought leaders, policy makers, practitioners and researchers that will inspire, provoke debate, and be useful in your work. Please encourage your colleagues to submit articles, subscribe to our quarterly email and follow us on Twitter (@phrpjournal). We invite you to submit manuscripts via our website, make suggestions about themes or topics, and send us your feedback.
